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historical abstract

T his house is  a  f ine example of  the urban 
townhouse s ty le  character ized by b l ind 
parapet  wal ls  and a two s torey three bay 
facade.  6 Wil l iam Street  i s  constructed of  
br ick la id in Flemish bond,  with windows 
headed by radiat ing voussoirs .  The f ront 
entrance has recessed sidelights and transom 
div ided by two mul l ions .  The s ix-over-s ix 
double-hung sash windows are headed by 
radiating brick voussoirs  and have lugsi l ls  of  
wood.  

O n the 1853 Wall  and Forrest  Map of  Port  
Hope,  this  house and lot  is  l isted as belonging 
to J .  Adams,  a  br ick layer who l i s ted his  
address as King Street  in an earl ier  business 
directory of  1851.  In 1854,  the house and lot  
were sold to John Might,  Port  Hope saddler,  
who advert i sed ,  "saddler ,  harness and 
trunkmaker,  every article  in the l ine of  the 
best  quality,  constantly on hand,  or  made to 
order,  upon moderate terms".  He was located 
on Ward Street  in 1851 ,  then moved to a  
residence and had his  saddlery establishment 
on Mi l l  S treet  approximate ly where the 
Registry Office now stands (17 Mill  North).

John Might (1794-1865) was originally  from 
Dublin,  Ireland emigrating to Canada in 1833.  
In addition to his  business enterprise,  he also 
performed the function of  the Justice of  the 
Peace and was a quartermaster in the mil it ia  
in 1847.
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In 1865,  John Might left  by wil l  to his  daughter 
Jane  Dickson,  " f reehold  on  Wi l l iam Street ,  
brick house occupied by Mr.  Calcutt ,  brewer,  
and house adjoining occupied by Jane and her 
husband".  He also left  to his  daughter and son 
Samuel  Might some other property he owned in 
Protestant  Hi l l  including a  house on Francis  
Street  (59 Francis Street) .

James Calcutt  (1792-1869) was an established 
brewer who had come to Canada in 1832 and 
sett led init ial ly  in Cobourg.  Calcutt  established 
a  brewery in Cobourg and built  Lakehurst  at  
128  Durham Street ,  one  o f  the  f i rs t  br ick  
bui ld ings  erected  in  Cobourg .  His  bus iness  
enterpr ise  consisted  of  a  brewery,  d is t i l lery ,  
malt  houses and ki lns,  and a steam flour mil l .  
By the late  1850's,  Calcutt  ran into f inancial  
d i f f icul ty  and had to  se l l  Lakehurst  and his  
business interests  in Cobourg.  He and his  wife 
moved to  Port  Hope  in  1859.  By  1865,  he  
establ ished a  brewery  on Mil l  Street  located 
south of  the present day funeral  home cal led 
James Calcutt  Fountain Brewery.  He advertised 
manufacture of  "ales,  brown stout,  porter,  malt  
hops,  comings,  grains,  yeast  and vinegar.  His 
s o n ,  H e n r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  b r e w e r y  i n  
A s h b u r n h a m  ( P e t e r b o r o u g h )  i n  1 8 6 3  t h a t  
survived into the 20th century.  
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This house is  a f ine example of  the urban townhouse 
style  characterized by blind parapet walls .

historical directory  ad�
�


