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Date  Designated :  October  6 ,  1997  to  By -Law No.  

44/97

Lot  Descr ipt ion :  TOWN PLOT PT LOT 12

historical abstract�

�

T his is  a  two-storey br ick bui ld ing with 
residential  space above.  In comparison to i ts  
neighbour,  65 Walton Street ,  the Meredith 
Building,  the height of  the brick parapet  is  
reduced and it  is  set  in behind the rounded 
corner.  The brick is  of  a  common bond pattern 
and a modern commercial  design sections off  
the lower f loor storefront.  The second storey 
has two bays to the main facade and openings 
have been bricked over along the west  wall .  
The front windows are segmental ly  headed,  
but with simpler brick labels  than those of  65 
Walton Street .  Each window is  supported by 
a lugsi l l  and the building has been recently 
painted.  

A s in  the  Meredith  Bui lding,  neighbour  to  
the  east  (65 Walton Street ) ,  the  Midland 
R a i l w a y  C o m p a n y  s o l d  t h e  l a n d  t o  H . H .  
Meredith in 1871.  Meredith kept this  piece of  
land  in  h is  possess ion  a f ter  he  so ld  the  
n e i g h b o u r i n g  b l o c k  t o  G e o r g e  a n d  J o h n  
Mitchell  in 1872.  He then sold the property to 
Alexander W. Pringle,  in 1884,  who built  this  
building in 1885.

Alexander W. Pringle 's  occupation was that  of  
a  watchmaker and a jeweller.  His parents,  Alex 
a n d  A n n i e  P r i n g l e  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  
Edinburgh and sett led in Cobourg in 1842,  in 
the year Alexander was born.  By 1869,  he was 
a resident of  Port  Hope and after  completion 
of  the Music Hall ,  A.W. Pringle ran a store in 
the  b lock  (85 Walton Street )  before  he  
erected his  own building (67 Walton Street) .  
In  1880,  h is  bus iness  i s  advert ised  in  the  
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  a n d  D u r h a m  C o u n t y  
Directory with a location on Walton Street.  
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S ince the building was situated by the rai lway 
tracks located to the west  on the present day 
Lent 's  Lane,  the rear section was used as a  
rai lway waiting room while  the front section 
provided commercia l  space .  The Canadian 
Nat ional  Rai lway took possess ion of  the 
property in 1923 and i t  remained in their  
holdings unti l  1968.  

architectural detail�
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In comparison to its  neighbour,  65 Walton Street ,  
the  Meredi th  Bui ld ing,  the  he ight  o f  the  br ick  
parapet is  reduced and the building is  set  in behind 
the rounded corner of  the neighbouring block.  The 
front  windows are  segmental ly  headed,  but  with  
s impler  br ick  labe ls  than  those  o f  65 Walton 
Street.  
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