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Date  Designated :  Februar y  18 ,  1980  to  By -Law 

No.  9/80 ,  SCHEDULE B-1

Lot  Descr ipt ion :  LOT 2

1871  Old Fire Hall ,  brick public  building 
with residential  space No.  19-23 and public  
assembly room above,  three storeys in a single 
unit ,  owned by the Town of  Port  Hope.  This  
bui ld ing,  a l though a later  f ront to Walton 
Street,  was of  considerable importance to the 
continuity of  the streetscape.  Its  detai l  except 
for  the ground storey arches built  for  the f ire  
engines and arched entry to the upper f loors,  
was rather p la in with labels  to segmental  
window heads rendered in a smooth stucco,  
band or si l l  courses and brackets to a  wooden 
cornice at  the eaves.  The building had a gable 
roof  paral lel  to the street  with end parapets 
and chimneys .  Later the eastern engine 
opening was widened and a fo ld ing door 

inserted for more modern equipment.  Original  
sash survived in the third f loor and at  the stair  
hall ,  or  west  side of  the second f loor.  Other 
windows on the second f loor had been 
mut i la ted in renovat ions ,  poss ib ly to 
accommodate lowered ce i l ings in the 
apartment conversion.  The hose-drying tower 
was apparent ly added about 1879 and was 
characterist ic  of  such faci l i t ies,  with battered 
walls  and mansard top.  

Again the description is  left  for  the record.  
Trag ica l ly ,  th is  bui ld ing ,  undergoing 
reinforcement and remedial  work at  the t ime 
of  the 1980 f lood,  was damaged and it  was 
decided to remove the remaining structure and 
widen the f loodway.  
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Local  contractors Wallace,  Carveth and Fogarty 
erected the Fire Hall  in 1871.  Wil l iam Carveth 
Junior and J.W. Wallace were responsible for  
the masonry and carpentry while  the Fogarty 
name was associated with paint ing in Port  
Hope for over two decades.  

Pr ior to establ ishment of  th is  centra l  f i re  
station,  f ire  f ighting was a challenge.  After  the 
incorporation of  the town of  Port  Hope (1834) 
three f i re wardens were appointed.  Their  
dut ies inc luded inspect ing a l l  bui ld ings for  
safe condit ions ,  and providing buckets and 
ladders to householders.  Several  f ire  engines 
were acquired during the 1850's  after  a  series 
of  devastating f ires destroyed many of  the two 
storey wooden blocks in the downtown core.  
The engines pumped water from stream or well  
but  were hand pumped.  Hook and Ladder and 
Bucket  companies worked in conjunction with 
these engines.  An extinguisher hose company 
was formed when the town waterworks was 
introduced.  

architectural detail�

�



19-23   WALTON STR EET
Walton Street  Her i tage  D istr i c t

Heritage Port Hope  Advisory Committee

�

�

�

�

T
h

e 
C

en
tr

a
l 

Fi
re

 S
ta

ti
o

n
 (

ph
o

to
 f

ro
m

 E
a

st
 D

u
rh

a
m

 H
is

to
ri

c
a

l 
So

ci
et

y)

O LD F IR EHALL ,   

c i rca  1871


