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architectural description�

�

Date  Designated :  October  6 ,  1997  to  By -Law No.  

44/97

Lot  Descr ipt ion :  TOWN LOT 56

historical abstract�

�

T his building is  a  modern replacement to an 
1857 br ick commerc ia l  bu i ld ing ,  the 
Scul thorpe Block,  which was three s toreys 
high in two units  separated in height by the 
slope of  the street.  

W hen the Canada Trust  Bank wanted to 
expand their  location,  a  scheme was drawn up 
to incorporate the or ig inal  handsome br ick 
Sculthorpe Block,  which had cast  ironwork to 
the window heads and columns to the shop 
fronts .  Regret tably ,  the proposal  was not 
accepted and a one-storey modern block was 
constructed in place of  the original  block.  The 
cast  i ron columns on street  level ,  however,  
were salvaged from the Sculthorpe Block and 
incorporated into the restored shop front of  
the Long Robertson Bui lding (37 Walton 
Street).
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James (1792-1872) Sculthorpe (spelled without 
the “e”  in historical  ads),  grandson of  Elias 
Smith,  one of  Port  Hope's  founders and one of  
the original  sett lers  in Port  Hope who came 
here from New York in 1793,  is  credited with 
construction of  this  commercial  block.  An early 
"To Let"  not ice for  the two uni ts  in the 
building that  appeared in the local  paper in 
Apri l  1858 conf irms the bui lding had been 
constructed by this  date.  In addition to this  
b lock,  James Scul thorpe bui l t  a  two-storey 
building on Queen Street,  and his  residence,  
the Scul thorpe Townhouse (200 Walton 
Street) .
 

historical newspaper ad�

�

An ad that appeared in the local  paper from April  
1858 advertising two stores for rent in the 
Sculthorpe Block.

A bil lhead dating from 1878,  for George Wilson,  publisher of  the Port  Hope Evening Guide and 
printer ,  indicates that the Guide Off ice was located in the Scul thorpe Block in 1878.  Of  
particular interest,  the bi l lhead is  made out to Belden & Company,  the publishers of  the Belden 
Atlas of  1878.

historical billhead�

�
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SCULTH OR PE BUILDIN G (TD C ANADA TRUST

REPL ACE MENT)  c i rca  1857  ( rep lacement  c i rca  1965)
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