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�

T his two-s torey br ick bui ld ing was 
constructed circa 1880 with three storefronts 
on the ground f loor and apartments above.  
The most northerly 16'  -  0" of  the building was 
torn down in 1929 to al low construction of  the 
Capitol  Theatre lobby (14 Queen Street) .  At  
present the building measures 43'  -  0" across 
the front by 38'  -0" deep.  The roof  is  f lat  with 
a s l i g h t  s l o p e t o t h e r e a r .  A l t h o u g h 
constructed originally  as  a  cheap speculator 's  
building,  the simple brick cornice,  the circular 
second storey window heads and the recessed 
Victorian shop fronts combine to form a well  
proportioned facade.  A plain building typical  
of  Victorian commercial  design,  this  block is  
an integra l  par t  o f  the Queen Street  
streetscape.

W illiam Stevenson built  this  block in two 
stages.  The f irst  section was constructed in 
1877 .  In 1879,  the second sect ion was 
constructed.  

Wil l iam G. Stevenson was born in Ireland in 
1833.  He appears in Port  Hope business 
director ies by 1871 as a  ta i lor  res iding on 
Wi l l iam Street .  In a la ter  d irectory he 
indicates he owns one half  an acre on Will iam 
Street  (36 William Street) ,  and he describes 
himself  as  a  merchant tai lor.  When he had this  
commercial  block built  his  clothing store was 
located in the f irst  section.  

An archival  photo f rom c irca 1890 shows 
Rosevear Grocery located in the southern most 
unit .  A business directory from 1896 indicated 
Wil l iam Stevenson was s t i l l  located in the 
northern most unit ,  but  by the late 1890's,  the 
Midland Loan and Savings appears as tenant 
on an insurance map.  In 1916,  after  the death 
of  both Will iam and his  wife Susanne,  each 
unit  was bequeathed to one of  their  children.  
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Charles W. Stevenson inherited the northern 
most uni t  la ter  se l l ing i t  in 1930 for 
construction of  the Capitol  Theatre (14 Queen 
Street) .  The middle unit  was occupied by 
Thomas Long Insurance who had formerly been 
located in the Robertson Block (35 Walton 
Street) ,  and who resided on King Street  (13 
King Street) .  The southern unit  was inherited 
by George Stevenson and occupied by Rosevear 
Grocery with the Knights of  Pythias in the 
upper f loor.  The southern most units  remained 
in the family for  many decades.  

I n 2 0 0 2 ,  t h e d e c i s i o n w a s m a d e t o 
de-designate the Stevenson Block and expand 
the Capitol  Theatre to provide the community 
with a performing arts  centre offering a wide 
range o f  year-round profess ional  and 
c o m m u n i t y a r t s  a n d e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
programming.  The Capito l  Theatre bui lding 
expansion and renovation plan is  scheduled to 
be completed by January of  2004.  

Charles W. Stevenson inherited the northern 
most uni t  la ter  se l l ing i t  in 1930 for 
construction of  the Capitol  Theatre (14 Queen 
Street) .  The middle unit  was occupied by 
Thomas Long Insurance who had formerly been 
located in the Robertson Block (35 Walton 
Street) ,  and who resided on King Street  (13 
King Street) .  The southern unit  was inherited 
by George Stevenson and occupied by Rosevear 
Grocery with the Knights of  Pythias in the 
upper f loor.  The southern most units  remained 
in the family for  many decades.  

I n 2 0 0 2 ,  t h e d e c i s i o n w a s m a d e t o 
de-designate the Stevenson Block and expand 
the Capitol  Theatre to provide the community 
with a performing arts  centre offering a wide 
range o f  year-round profess ional  and 
c o m m u n i t y a r t s  a n d e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
programming.  

The northern most unit  was or iginal ly Wil l iam 
Stevenson 's  ta i lor shop later so ld by his  son,  
Charles,  to Famous Players in 1930 for construction 
of  the Capitol  Theatre.  
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