
162  PETER STREET

John Helm Jr .  House  (Belgrave)  Inter ior  Room -  Her itage  Room

c i rca  1866

I ta l ianate

architectural description

Date  Des ignated :  September  30 ,  1985  to  By-Law 

No .  62/85 ,  SCHEDULE B-4

Lot  Descr ip t ion :  CON BF  PT LOT 3

T he Her i tage Room -  Centra l  p las ter  
medal l ion,  wide p laster  cornices ,  deep 
baseboards and wooden trim around doors and 
windows.  Marble mantelpiece typical  of  the 
mid-Victor ian per iod.  Door in archway,  
d iv id ing room in ha l f ,  can be ra ised 
mechanical ly  into the room above.  

John Helm Jr.  (1816-1912) was a prominent 
local  businessman who established a foundry 
and machine shop on Mil l  Street  in 1849,  
capable of  making s team engines ,  boi lers ,  
threshing machines ,  and reaping machines .  
The foundry was later  located at  Queen and 
Peter Streets  powered by Helm's Dam on the 
Ganaraska River.  He learned the trade from 
his  father ,  John Helm Sr .  a t  h is  fa ther 's  
foundry on College Street  in Cobourg.  

John Helm acquired approximate ly th ir ty 
acres of  land inc luding property purchased 
f r o m G e o r g e G l a d m a n i n 1 8 5 6 o n a 
neighbouring lot  (180 Dorset  Street  East)  in 
order to build his  estate.  He constructed his  
house,  Belgrave,  in 1866.  
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162  PETER STREET

John Helm Jr .  House  (Belgrave)  Inter ior  Room -  Durham

c i rca  1866

I ta l ianate

architectural description

Date  Des ignated :  September  30 ,  1985  to  By-Law 

No .  62/85 ,  SCHEDULE B-4

Lot  Descr ip t ion :  CON BF  PT LOT 3

T he Durham Room - Centra l  p las ter  
medal l ion,  moulded plaster  ce i l ing ,  wide 
plaster  cornices,  deep baseboards and wooden 
tr im around doors and windows.  Marble 
mante lpiece typica l  o f  the mid-Victor ian 
period.  

John Helm Jr.  (1816-1912) was a prominent 
local  businessman who established a foundry 
and machine shop on Mil l  Street  in 1849,  
capable of  making s team engines ,  boi lers ,  
threshing machines ,  and reaping machines .  
The foundry was later  located at  Queen and 
Peter Streets  powered by Helm's Dam on the 
Ganaraska River.  He learned the trade from 
his  father ,  John Helm Sr .  a t  h is  fa ther 's  
foundry on College Street  in Cobourg.  

John Helm acquired approximate ly th ir ty 
acres of  land inc luding property purchased 
f r o m G e o r g e G l a d m a n i n 1 8 5 6 o n a 
neighbouring lot  (180 Dorset  Street  East)  in 
order to build his  estate.  He constructed his  
house,  Belgrave,  in 1866.
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