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T his two-storey Gothic cot tage in the 
Victorian vernacular is  c lad in brick laid in 
the stretcher bond pattern.  The house actually  
sits  facing away from the street  so the view 
fronting the street  is  the original  rear portion.  
The original  front facade (not seen from King 
Street)  has twin gables of  a  fairly  steep pitch.  
The cornice is  decorated by a moulded fascia 
board and bed moulding .  The eaves are 
over-hanging.  The gable has a T-shaped open 
f i l l  with scrolled detai l ing.  These gable wings,  
l ike the single wing facing the street,  run from 
a centred port ion with a s teeply p i tched 
hipped roof.  The twin gable wings each have in 
their  second storey,  a  tr iple-sash window with 
the middle sash crowned by a quatrefo i l  
t ransom. Below on the f i rs t  s torey ,  are 
triple-sash windows with each sash topped by 

the quatrefoi l  panes .  L ike a l l  the or ig inal  
windows,  th is  i s  headed by a moulded 
Elizabethan Gothic  label .  The original  main 
entrance is  on the front facade,  not  the street  
facade,  and is  now enclosed by a two-storey 
g lassed- in sunroom. The upper s torey wal l  
ins ide exhibi ts  a  lancet  door in a moulded 
surround,  which once protruded from the roof  
l ine in the fashion of  a  dormer.  On the f irst  
f loor ,  the or ig inal  door can be seen in i ts  
moulded surround with quatrefo i l -capped 
sidelights.  

The rear wing is  now used as the main facade 
for the home. The gable end of  this  wing has 
s ingle-sash windows in moulded recessed 
surrounds with quatrefo i l  t ransom panels  
above.  A f lat-roofed addition has been added 
to the north,  which now houses the main 
entrance -  a  f lat  opening with a soldier  course 
overhead.  A wooden ra i l ing replaces i ron 
cresting which once topped the addition.  Two 
eyebrow windows sit  recessed above the door 
and windows on the main facade of  the wing.  
eyebrow windows sit  recessed above the door 
and windows on the main facade of  the wing.  
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The bui ld ing s i t s  on a coarse rubble 
foundat ion.  I t  i s  interest ing to note the 
s imilari ty  in design between this  house and 
another at  59 Francis Street  in Port  Hope.  
Wil l iam Garnett  built  both and has employed 
the same window groupings ,  quatre fo i l  
t ransoms and T-shaped gable f i l l s .  The 
stairwell  and surrounding wood panell ing is  of  
part icular  note .  The inter ior br ickwork is  
original .  The wood mouldings are original .  

O n the Bird's  Eye View of  Port  Hope of  1874,  
the west  side of  King Street  between Baseline 
(Dorset )  Street  extending to the north 
approximately parallel  with St.  Mark's  Church 
(51 King Street) shows only one large house,  
the residence of  John Hume (located at  the 
s ta irway named Jacob 's  Ladder) .  In 1875,  
Robert  Charles Smith who resided south on 
King Street  (61 King Street)  so ld part  of  
Town Plot  Lot  20 to Will iam Garnett .

Wil l iam Garnett  was an established architect  
and bui lder ,  whose bui ld ing achievements 
during the 1850's  included construction of  Hil l  
and Dale (47 Pine Street S.) ,  and the 
a l terat ions that  were made to St .  Mark 's  
Church in 1851 (51 King Street) .  Born in 
England in 1818,  he came to Canada in 1849 
and immediate ly began work on some 
important contracts .  By 1853,  he had 
established a Carpenter Shop with a planing 
machine,  which merited mention in the local  
paper .  Garnett  i s  credi ted with the house 
construction sometime after  the purchase of  
the land circa 1875.

In 1884,  Wil l iam Garnett  sold the house and 
property to Reverend Jonas Stamers Baker .  
Reverend Baker was the fourth Rector of  St .  
Mark's  during the period from 1878-1894.  Born 
in Ireland in 1827,  he came to Canada in 1861.  
After  his  death in 1894,  ownership of  the house 
was transferred to h is  wi fe ,  Grace Rowed 
Baker.  

Mrs.  Baker experienced health problems and 
was absent from the house away in hospital .  By 
1910,  the house was sold on her behalf  by the 
Inspector of  Public  Charit ies.  After  changing 

hands severa l  t imes ,  by 1922,  widow Ada 
Marjory Ambrose purchased the house .  In 
1948,  Mrs .  Ambrose donated her house,  in 
memory of  her late husband Thomas,  to St.  
Mark's  Church to be used as a  rectory.  For the 
f i rs t  t ime in i ts  h is tory ,  St .  Mark 's  had a 
rectory ,  providing a home for the Reverend 
Charles Howard Boulden and his  wife.  

In 1956,  St .  Mark 's  Church sold 50 King 
Street  in order to purchase the house directly  
bes ide the church for use as a  rectory (53 
King Street).  The house has remained a 
private residence since that  sale.  

historical abstract

The gable  wings each have a triple-sash window 
with the middle sash crowned by a quatrefo i l  
transom. Below on the f irst  storey,  are triple-sash 
windows with each sash topped by  quatrefoil  panes.  
Like al l  the original  windows,  this  is  headed by a  
moulded Elizabethan Gothic label .  
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