
86 JOHN STREET

The Bank of  Upper  Canada

c i rca  1857  

I ta l ianate

architectural description

Date  Des ignated :  May  25 ,  1981  to  By-Law No .  

34/81 ,  SCHEDULE B

Lot  Descr ip t ion :  TOWN PLOT LOT 48  TO 50  & 

58  

T he three-storey brick structure (as bui l t)  
was a lmost square in p lan and measured 
forty-f ive feet  by forty-two feet.  It  is  a  good 
example of  Ital ianate architecture popular in 
the third quarter of  the nineteenth century.  
Ital ianate buildings are often square,  massive 
and blocky.  In this  example,  the Ital ianate is  
further d is t inguished by the f lat  roof ,  the 
protruding eaves supported by ornamental  
moulded brackets,  the tal l  and round-headed 
windows (sometimes grouped together)  and 
the decorative window trim. 

The exter ior wal ls  are ar t icu lated wi th 
recessed panels  in the brickwork and the white 
brick,  manufactured in Toronto,  was laid in 

the Flemish bond pattern.  A stone band course 
separates the coursed rubble foundation from 
the brick structure.  On the main (east)  façade,  
there are nine openings,  two windows and one 
entranceway on the f i rs t  s torey ,  and three 
windows on each of  the second and third 
f loors .  The f i r s t  s torey windows are 
round-headed and six over three double hung 
with a round-headed centre pane and f ive 
surrounding panes over three vertical  panes.  
These windows are surmounted by moulded 
wooden "pedimenta l"  surrounds .  Double 
pi lasters on each side are formed out of  the 
brick.  The second storey windows are f lat  s ix  
over nine double hung sash,  surmounted by 
moulded "entablature" surrounds wi th a 
central  f lourish,  and bordered by single brick 
p i las ters .  The centre window has been 
replaced by French doors,  and opens out to the 
cast  iron rai led balcony on top of  the front 
porch.  The original  cast  iron balconies of  the 
other second s torey windows have been 
replaced by pla in modern iron ra i ls .  Three 
projecting rows of  brick form the si l ls  on the 
second storey fenestration.  The third storey 
segmental  windows were originally  three over 
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six double hung sash,  but  in many sash the lower 
portion has been replaced by a double casement 
sash.  These windows carry segmental  moulded 
wood heads,  and again have brick pi lasters at  
the sides,  and wooden lugsi l ls  with supporting 
brackets.  

The original  ashlar block front porch contained 
a round-headed central  entranceway with a door 
and semi-circular radiating fan transom, and a 
keystone in the surrounding arch.  On either side 
was a long round-headed window. The porch 
now existing is  s imilar  in size,  is  in brick,  and 
contains a modern door.  The fenestration on the 
second and third s tor ies o f  the south wal l  
fol lows the same pattern as on the main facade.  
On the f irst  storey,  however there remains one 
of  the two original  tr iple grouped windows.  The 
central  window is  a  round-headed six over three 
double hung sash,  l ike those on the f irst  storey 
of  the main facade,  and on either side is  a  tal l  
round headed narrow one over one double hung 
sash.  This  triple sash has a moulded wood,  f lat  
entablature head and s i l l ,  wi th narrow br ick 
pi lasters div iding the windows and bordering 
the grouping.  The north wall  has four windows,  
four over four double-hung sash.  Although the 
inter ior has been completely a l tered,  a  smal l  
room remains on the north side,  which originally  
served as the bank 's  vaul t .  Two thick p ine 
s t ructura l  support ing p i l lars  have been 
uncovered on the f irst  f loor.

T he Bank of  Upper Canada was established in 
York (Toronto) in 1822 with the f irst  off icial  
Bank bui lding being constructed in 1826 on 
Duke (Adela ide) and George Street .  Unt i l  i ts  
demise in 1866,  the bank was one of  Brit ish 
North America 's  leading banks .  I t  p layed a 
signif icant role in the f inancial  development of  
Upper Canada.

The Bank of  Upper Canada established a branch 
in Port  Hope in 1840 or ig inal ly  located on 
Walton Street  (118 Walton Street).  In 1855,  
three parce ls  o f  land on John Street  were 
purchased from Almon Harris,  lumber merchant 
and grandson of  Myndert  Harris,  one of  the f irst  
sett lers  of  Port  Hope;  John Roche,  provincial  
land surveyor;  and Sidney Smith,  lawyer and son 
of  John David Smith for the purposes of  erecting 
a new building to be used for the Bank of  Upper 
Canada.  For many years the bank's  Manager was 
Elias P.  Smith,  son of  John D.  Smith.  

Cumberland & Storm, a prominent Toronto 
archi tectural  f i rm, was commiss ioned by the 
Bank of  Upper Canada to design the Port  Hope 
branch.  Previously they had designed two other 
branches of  the bank; Windsor ,  1855;  and 
Sarnia ,  1857.  Cumberland had an associat ion 
with Port  Hope through his  brother-in-law T.  G.  
Ridout,  owner of  lot  8,  concession 1  of  Hope 
Township.  He had previously completed designs 
for  the harbour works in Port  Hope c i rca 
1847-1850 that  included crib work of  piers  and 
pier  heads although the extent of  the work is  not  
specif ical ly  known. Additionally,  in the Horwood 
Collection is  a  set  of  specif ications for grading 
and level l ing of  rural  roads on lot  8,  concession 
1,  the property owned by T.G.  Ridout dated circa 
1847.  Cumberland advertised his  services as a  
civi l  engineer and architect  in the Port  Hope 
paper beginning in 1847.

After  the demise of  the Bank of  Upper Canada in 
1866,  the bui ld ing was so ld in 1868 to the 
Ontario Bank and remained a bank branch unti l  
1881 ( the Ontar io Bank surv ived into the 
1900's) .  John Smart  was manager in the late  
1860's ,  and by 1880,  G.H.G. McVit ty was 
manager.  

In 1881,  Dr.  Robert  Astley Corbett ,  M.D. for  the 
Township of  Hope formerly residing at  lot  6,  
concess ion 15 in Perrytown, purchased the 
property for  h is  home and medical  pract ice .  
Born in Ontario in 1837,  he is  best  remembered 
for construct ion of  a  dam (named Corbett ' s  
Dam) on the Ganaraska River about a  mile  from 
the downtown core near the Molson Mill  (46 
Molson Street )  that  fac i l i tated del ivery of  
electric  power by the instal lation of  a  generator 
on Cavan Street.  He was president of  the Port  
Hope Electric  Light Company having succeeded 
J.W. Quinlan in the role of  delivering electric  
power to Port  Hope in the late 1880's.

Florence Corbett ,  Dr.  Corbett 's  daughter,  sold 
the property to Norman Burr Gould,  owner of  
Gould's  Shoe Store in 1912,  and then Herbert  
and Fred Lingard establ ished a dairy on the 
premises in 1921 ca l led the Port  Hope Ci ty 
Dairy .  I t  changed hands several  t imes before 
being purchased by the Downey family in 1937,  
and they continued to run a dairy on the premise 
unti l  the late 1970's.  Since the 1940's  additions 
have been made to the rear (north and west)  to 
accommodate modern dairy faci l i t ies.  In 1986,  i t  
was converted to an inn known as the Carlyle,  
and now known as Dr.  Corbett 's  Inn.   
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